	Artifact Exploration: Bark Bucket              Grades 2-4

	Objective: Students will understand and appreciate the impact the natural environment had on Occaneechi lives and behaviors through investigating the use of natural materials by the Occaneechi to create tools as evidenced by a bark bucket.

	Standards Addressed: 

· 2.G.2.1 Give examples of ways in which people depend on the physical environment and natural resources to meet basic needs.

· 3.G.1.3 Exemplify how people adapt to, change and protect the environment to meet their needs.

· 4.H.1.1 Summarize the change in cultures, everyday life and status of indigenous American Indian groups in NC before and after European exploration.

	Associated Vocabulary:

· Bark

· Deer hide

· Occaneechi band of the Saponi nation

· Cultural groups

· Cultural heritage

· Natural resources

· Physical/natural characteristics of place
· Human Environment/Interaction

· 

	Essential Questions:

· How did the Occaneechi tribe use their natural surroundings?

· Why was the natural environment important to the Occaneechi way of life?

· Why do you think it is less common to make bark buckets now in modern times?

	Materials:

· 3D object viewer 

· Worksheets (printed or viewed online)

· For bucket: scissors, tape, printed template (optional: brown and black crayons, string)
	Lesson Length:

30-45 minutes



	Accommodations:

· Students may need their bucket template to be pre-cut. 

· Oral administration and dictation of answers.

	Cross Curricular Considerations:

Science: Physical change vs. chemical change, renewable vs. non-renewable resources, organic vs. inorganic matter, measuring volume with different sized buckets

Math: Measuring sides of the template/paper before you cut it to fold into your own bag to find the approximate area/volume, study of shapes (vaguely cylindrical)

RELA:  Write a short fictional story about the bark bucket using either third person or first person (could even be from the view of the tree or the bucket)
Art: Paint paper-or use crayons- with streaky brown, white, and black in layers to create you own ‘bark’ look, which can then be used with the template to create your ‘bark’ bag. It can be decorated with nature motifs.


	Introduction and Exploration: Interact with visuals of the bark bucket and thoughtfully engage with it’s use, construction, and design.

	· Students will view photographs and answer and/or discuss the accompanying questions on page 4 of this document

	Explanation and Elaboration: Learn about the significance of natural materials to the Occaneechi and how the bark bucket is one example of a tool they would make using those natural materials

	· Students will read the text found on page 5 of this document explaining the construction and use of the artifact, and the interaction of the Occaneechi with the natural environment in which they lived, included the use of natural materials to create tools. 
· Students then have a chance to think deeper about the artifact and make connections to their own life with a thought experiment found on page 6 of this document. They can either provide an individual written response or students can discuss their answers out loud and compile their class thoughts onto a large piece of paper/single document.

	Activity: 

	· Students use the provided template on page 7 of this document to create their own bucket bag, using paper or card stock, tape or glue, string, and scissors.

	Evaluation:

	· Students will answer one or more of the questions found on pages 8-9 of this document, using 2-3 sentences. They are encouraged to add illustrations to explain their answers.
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What do you think this object is? Do you think it was used for anything? 
What do you notice about it?
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How do you think it was made?
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This is a bark bucket that was made by John Blackfeather Jeffries. He is a member of the Occaneechi band of the Saponi nation. Although he is alive today, he still uses some of the same cultural practices as the Occaneechi from hundreds of years ago.
The Occaneechi tribe lived in the forests of North Carolina, and used things they found in the world around them to make their tools. This bucket is made of the bark from trees. It has a funny shape, which lets you balance it on your leg! That means, you don’t have to hold it with your hands. Instead, you can use both of your hands for picking berries, flowers, and leaves. This bucket is decorated with images from nature, such as a moon and stars.


Bark is carefully peeled away off the outside of a tree in such a way that does not hurt the tree. Then, it is gently molded into the right shape. Soft fabric made of deer hide, or skin, is made into strips that tie the edges together through small holes made in the bark. The tops of the strips are attached to make a handle. The bottom of the bucket is cut and attached to make the upside down ‘U’ shape. This is the part that can balance on a person’s thigh when they are sitting down. 

Because the Occaneechi lived in forested areas, the materials they found were from nature. This included trees, plants, and animals. Every tool, from a spoon to their shoes to this bucket, had to be made from materials they could find around them. They made houses and canoes out of tree trunks, bowls out of dried gourds, and clothes and shoes out of deer hide. By doing this, they changed the way they lived to match the environment where they made their homes.


Pretend you were asked to gather berries, flowers, and leaves from the forest by your family, for eating or for medicine. The way and place you live is different than for the Occaneechi, but you could still use materials around you! 
· What around you would you use to make a bucket?

· How would you make it?


Using the template, you can make your own bark bucket!
Tip: After printing the template, turn it over and color the backside of the page with brown and black crayons. This will make it look more like tree bark!

Materials-

· Printed template (found on next page)
· Scissors
· Tape or glue
· String (optional)
Procedure

1. Print out the template.

2. Cut along the thick dark black lines.

3. Fold along the dotted lines, then unfold slightly.

4. Gently bend the paper to match up the A on either side to form a cylinder.  Tape the sides together.

5. Fold flaps B in.

6. Fold up flap C to meet the folded B flaps. Tape C to the bottom of the cylinder.

7. Fold and tape flaps D to the side of the cylinder.

8. If you would like, punch a hole in the top on either side and to put string through!



How is this bark bucket helpful?
What other tools could the Occaneechi make using natural materials?
Look around the place where you live. What sort of tools could you make using what you find? What would you use those tools for?
Continue on next page

 Draw a picture of an Occaneechi making something using materials from the forest they live in. Explain what the tool is and the natural materials they are using to make it
Artifact Introduction and Exploration





Artifact Explanation








Thought Experiment





Make Your Own Bark Bucket





Questions








PAGE  
1

